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HIGHER EDUCATION PLANNING, EVALUATION,

ACCREDITATION AND COORDINATION COUNCIL



HIGHER EDUCATION IN NORTH CYPRUS
North Cyprus as a Hub of Higher Education 
Cyprus is the third largest Island of the Mediterranean Sea with favorable climate, pollution free environment and beaches. 

In North Cyprus, one will receive quality higher education at international standards with relatively low tuition fees and various choices for dormitory/accommodation facilities. Universities in North Cyprus offer hundreds of different programs integrated with the Turkish higher education system. The student visa process is not strict. These are some factors make North Cyprus an attractive place for students.

Higher education, which constitutes 40% of the economy in North Cyprus, is actively encouraged and promoted by the State. This is why North Cyprus is considered as “an oasis of higher education.” 

Universities in North Cyprus
The population of North Cyprus is 300,000.  There are 11 universities with 63,765 students in the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC). There exist 34,206 Turkish students from Turkey, 12,505 Turkish Cypriot Students, and 17,054 international students. There are students from 116 countries and teaching staff from 65 countries. These figures depict the international character of higher education in the TRNC. 

The names of the universities are Eastern Mediterranean University (1979), Girne American University (1985), Near East University (1988), Lefke European University (1990), Cyprus International University (1996), Middle East Technical University North Cyprus Campus (2004), Istanbul Technical University North Cyprus Campus (2009), Mediterranean Karpaz University (2012), University of Kyrenia (2013), The British University of Nicosia (2013), and Cyprus Social Sciences University (2014). All of these universities are accredited by the Council of Higher Education for Planning, Evaluation, Accreditation and Coordination (YÖDAK) of the TRNC. The first nine universities are also accredited to the Higher Education Council of Turkey (YÖK).

The higher education institutions offer Associate Degrees (2-years vocational education), Undergraduate Degrees (4-years), Master’s Degrees (1-2 years) and Doctorate Degrees (3-4 years). 

Current Position of Higher Education Institutions in International Membership Networking

From the very beginning of the independence of the Island in 1960, the Turkish Cypriot side has been dealing with its own educational matters. Under the 1960 Constitution of the Republic of Cyprus, both Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots were empowered with autonomy in communal affairs, whereby their separate Communal Chambers exercised full authority in all educational, religious and cultural matters, as well as questions of personal status (Articles 20 and 87). Therefore, the universities in North Cyprus reserve the right to engage in bilateral agreements with other countries and to be accredited by relevant bodies.   

Many of the universities in North Cyprus are accredited by international accreditation authorities such as AS, ABET, ASIIN, MUDEK, TedQual, Edexcel-UK, MIAK, FIBAA, IACBE, ECBE, EAQUALS, ACPE, AACSB, UK-NARIC. TRNC universities are full members of the European Universities Association (EUA), the International Association of Universities (IAU), and the Federation of the Universities of the Islamic World (FUIW). 

Degrees of the universities are widely recognized and accepted all over the world. All graduates of the universities of North Cyprus enjoy the capacity to find jobs easily all over the world thanks to the education they received in TRNC.

The Functions of the Council of Higher Education for Planning, Evaluation, Accreditation and Coordination (YÖDAK)

YÖDAK was established as an autonomous body with juristic personality. The functions of YÖDAK are to plan, organize, observe the applications, to audit and follow the accreditation procedures of the institutions of higher education, to establish coordination between the institutions of higher education in North Cyprus and to be responsible as a Quality Assurance Agency in Higher Education.

The higher education institutions are important for the welfare of the society. As education is an element of sustainable development, North Cyprus aims to raise productivity by bringing together international cultures and rendering quality services. YÖDAK aims to provide coordination among the universities at the global level and facilitates services to contribute to planning, evaluation, and accreditation of programmes. 

YÖDAK is an associate member of the European Association for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (ENQA). YÖDAK is a full member of the International Network for Quality Assurance in Higher Education (INQAAHE) and the Central and Eastern European Network of Quality Assurance Agencies in Higher Education (CEENQA). YÖDAK is a board member of the Association of Quality Assurance Agencies of The Islamic World (AQAAIW).

Political Factor and Developments in North Cyprus

The Cyprus issue has been on the agenda of the international community for half a century and the negotiations which began in 1968 under  UN auspices between the two sides continued on and off with the aim of reaching a comprehensive settlement. In this respect, it should be noted that the Republic of Cyprus was established as a partnership state in accordance with the international treaties of 1960. The legitimacy of the 1960 Republic lay in the joint presence and effective participation of the two politically equal partners, namely the Turkish Cypriots and Greek Cypriots, in all organs of the state. In December 1963, the Greek Cypriot partner resorted to violence and ejected all Turkish Cypriot elements from all state organs and the government by force of arms with a view to annexing the Island to Greece. Ever since, there has not been a joint central administration in the Island capable of representing the whole of Cyprus, either legally or factually. Ever since, each side has ruled itself, while the Greek Cypriot side continued to claim illegitimately that it is the “Government of Cyprus”.
Between 1963 and 1974, the Turkish Cypriot people were subjected to all kinds of brutal treatment and human rights violations by the Greek Cypriot armed elements. Finally, they were saved from total extermination in 1974 by the timely intervention of Turkey carried out in accordance with its rights and obligations under the 1960 Treaty of Guarantee. This intervention was inevitable in the wake of a coup d’ėtat carried out by the Greek junta in Athens and its collaborators in Cyprus to annex the Island to Greece. 
Regretfully, the Greek Cypriot aggression on the Turkish Cypriot people continues today in the form of inhuman embargoes on their economic, social, cultural and political life. While the Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot sides have been negotiating since 1968 under the auspices of the United Nations, the Greek Cypriot side continued to spare no effort to maintain the unjust isolation and restrictions on North Cyprus. In this context, the Greek Cypriot side opts to selectively interpret certain UN resolutions, namely 541(1983) and 550 (1984), as a tool for its isolation policy aimed at preventing the Turkish Cypriots from engaging in political, economic, social, cultural and sporting contacts with the rest of the world. The latest UN Comprehensive Settlement Plan for Cyprus (The Annan Plan) which was put to separate simultaneous referenda in 2004, was accepted by the Turkish Cypriot people with a %65, but it was rejected by an overwhelming %76 percent by the Greek Cypriot people. 

It is amply clear that, especially since 2004, the aforementioned resolutions cannot be invoked to prevent the contacts of North Cyprus with the international community. In this respect, it suffices to recall that in the report dated 28 May 2004 (S/2004/437), the then UN Secretary-General, H.E. Mr. Kofi Annan,  expressed his strong hope that “they (members of the Security Council)  can  give  a  strong  lead  to  all  States  to  cooperate  both  bilaterally  and  in international  bodies  to  eliminate  unnecessary  restrictions  and  barriers  that  have the effect  of  isolating  the Turkish  Cypriots  and  impeding  their  development, deeming such a move as consistent with Security Council resolutions 541 (1983) and 550 (1984)”. 

Similarly, the United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, in his report dated 31 May 2011 (S/2011/332), rightly reiterated the view that the “establishment of economic, social, cultural, sporting or similar ties and contacts will have a positive impact on the ongoing negotiations and that greater economic and social parity between the sides will make the eventual settlement not only easier but also more likely.” 

Following the favorable vote of the Turkish Cypriot people for the UN Settlement Plan on 24 April 2004, the EU General Affairs Council, on 26 April 2004, unanimously stated that “the Council is determined to put an end to the isolation of the Turkish Cypriot community and to facilitate the reunification of Cyprus by encouraging the economic development of the Turkish Cypriot community”. Towards this end, the European Commission drafted and submitted to the EU Council on 7 July 2004 two sets of Regulations which envisaged the (1) Enabling of direct trade between North Cyprus and the EU and (2) Assisting Turkish Cypriots with a package of Financial Aid. The Greek Cypriot administration having been admitted as a full member to the EU in May 2004, used its powers within the EU to block the Direct Trade Regulation and the EU could only approve the Financial Aid Regulation in February 2006.

It is noteworthy that, the Eleventh Session of the Islamic Summit Conference which convened in Dakar in 2008 adopted a Resolution on the situation in Cyprus, reaffirming the full equality of the Turkish and Greek Cypriots in Cyprus and called upon the international community to take “concrete steps to end the isolation of the Turkish Cypriot People”, in line with the call made by the UN Secretary General in his report of 28 May 2004 and the assessments made in the UN Secretary General’s reports of 4 June 2007 (S/2007/328) and 3 December 2007 (S/2007/699) as well as the previous OIC resolutions. A similar call has been reiterated in the “Final Communique of the 12th Session of the Islamic Summit Conference” which was held in Cairo on 6-7 February 2013 and “all the OIC Member States has been called on to strengthen effective solidarity with the Turkish Cypriot State”. 
The current negotiation process which had been stalled due to the election of Mr. Anastasiades as the new Greek Cypriot leader in 2013, has been resumed with the efforts of the Turkish side by the Joint Statement of the Leaders of Turkish Cypriot and Greek Cypriot sides on 11th February 2014. Since then, while the Greek Cypriot side resorted to delaying tactics and attempted to frustrate the negotiation process, it was through the persistence and flexibility of the Turkish Cypriot side that the two leaders were able to exchange proposals and to reach a basic agreement to move to the next phase of structured negotiations. The Turkish Cypriot side remains fully committed to a mutually acceptable settlement on the basis of the parameters agreed upon and expects the Greek Cypriot side to reciprocate in the same constructive manner so as to facilitate the reaching of a settlement as soon as possible and the holding of a separate simultaneous referenda thereafter. The Turkish Cypriots made every effort towards achieving the settlement aim.

The Greek Cypriot Administration has, however, unilaterally started a new drilling activity on 25th September 2014 in the so-called license areas in Eastern Mediterranean and used Turkish Cypriot announcement to protect their inherent undisputable rights over the natural resources of the Island as a pretext to step away from the UN negotiations. 

The Turkish Cypriots should no longer continue to suffer from the absence of a settlement, despite their proven will and efforts towards settlement throughout the years of negotiations. It should be recalled that the Turkish Cypriots accepted the UN Comprehensive Settlement Plan in 2004 in spite of the many sacrifices the plan entailed for them. But the unjust isolations imposed upon them continued despite the absence of any international legal basis. 

Opportunities in Higher Education in North Cyprus

In parallel with its efforts to reach a comprehensive settlement on the Island, the Turkish Cypriot side also strives to reach international standards in all fields of life, as well as developing its economy. The Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus is a peaceful, welcoming and safe destination attracting tourists from all over the world. The Island of Cyprus is at an historically and strategically significant location, situated at the crossroads between east and west. For this reason, many civilizations have ruled the Island and left their mark on its cultural heritage. The untouched beaches and natural beauty of the Island have also earned it the title “a corner of earth touched by heaven”. 

All the hotels and other touristic facilities situated within the boundaries of the TRNC are functioning according to international standards. The legislation in force regarding the permits, licences and functioning regulations are on a par with that of the European Union. Moreover, the crime rate in North Cyprus is well below that of South Cyprus and the European average. Furthermore, the TRNC enjoys year-round moderate climate and offers sporting and cultural activities, such as mountain-climbing, scuba-diving, paragliding, visits to historical sites, village festivities and a fusion of Turkish and Mediterranean cuisine. 
The TRNC has a modern and well-equipped airport (Ercan Airport) and two seaports (Famagusta and Kyrenia) which are fully operational. In this connection, data shows that Ercan has become a steadily growing airport which serves over 2,000,000 passengers every year. Thousands of tourists mainly arrive each year in North Cyprus via Ercan Airport. There are thousands more which arrive from the Larnaca Airport in South Cyprus and cross over to the North to spend their holidays. Many Greek Cypriot citizens also use Ercan Airport for travel purposes. 
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